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This  e lect ion was of  
h is tor ic  s ign i f icance to
both Oman and to  DRS.
For  Oman,  i t  was the f i rs t
t ime that  a l l  i ts  c i t izens
over  the age of  21 were
el ig ib le  to  vote;  for  DRS,  i t

was the f i rs t  t ime that  i ts  e-Count ing technology
has been used in  a  Middle Eastern e lect ion.

Elect ion day was p lanned to  take p lace on ly  a
few months af ter  the or ig ina l  enqui ry  to  DRS.
This  was a pro ject  which on ly  a  company wi th
the exper t ise of  DRS could under take for  a  
number  o f  reasons.

DRS a lso prov ided a
h igh ly  sk i l led team of
sof tware and hardware
engineers to  ass is t  in
the smooth running of
the e lect ion.  The huge
dis tances across Oman
meant  that  the on ly

pract ica l  way to  count  the votes was to  count
them loca l ly  in  each Wi layat .  

The DRS range of
scanning technology
al lows for  to ta l  
f lex ib i l i ty,  so the most
appropr ia te  scanner
for  each s ize of
Wi layat  was chosen
before the count
began.  Those Wi layats  wi th  low numbers of
voters  used handfed scanners,  those wi th
medium quant i t ies  o f  voters  were counted by
automat ic  scanners and those Wi layats  wi th
h igh vo lumes of  voters  were counted by
sophis t icated h igh speed scanners.

On pol l ing day,  the in tens ive per iod of
preparat ion was put  to  the test .  Turnout  was
excel lent  and the DRS e-Count ing systems
helped to  de l iver  the resu l t  in  jus t  a  few hours.
The Omani  e lect ion off ic ia ls  were de l ighted
wi th  the outcome.  Speaking af ter  the e lect ion,
Sheikh Said b in  Mohammed Al  Bra ik i ,  Deputy
Chai rman of  the e lect ions commit tee,  sa id :

“The use of  a  computer  in  the vot ing
process and the vote count ing had
great ly  he lped in  speeding up the

elect ion process. ”

In  June 2003,  DRS was approached to  implement  an e-Count ing so lu t ion for  the
nat ional  e lect ions to  be he ld in  the Sul tanate of  Oman for  the Maj l is  Ash’shura -
the Nat ional  Consul ta t ive Counci l .

The compl icated nature
of  the cont ract  requi red
DRS to des ign,  pr in t  and
del iver  to  Oman,  59 
separate ba l lo t  papers;
one ba l lo t  paper  for  each
Wi layat  ( the loca l  Omani
admin is t ra t ive d is t r ic t ) .
Th is  a l l  had to  be completed wi th in  jus t  a  few
weeks f rom the c losure date of  the candidate
nominat ion l is ts .  

These ba l lo t  papers were pr in ted in  Arabic  scr ip t
and featured the candidate name and fu l l  co lour
photograph of  each of  the candidates s tanding,
together  wi th  a  un ique and secure barcode.

In  to ta l ,  DRS produced just  under  ha l f  a  mi l l ion
bal lo t  papers and prov ided 59 e-Count ing 
scanners for  the e lect ion.  Us ing the vast  
exper ience that  i t  has ga ined over  the many
years work ing wi th in  the in ternat ional  e lect ion
arena,  DRS was ab le  to  de l iver  a l l  the equipment
and ba l lo t  papers ahead of  schedule to  Bahwan
IT,  the loca l  DRS d is t r ibutor.
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